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Identification Plates 
Collc<.:lors or U.S. Divers Double I [ase regulators somctimc 
disagrcc on thc evolution orthe identification plates anached 
to all o ftll('ir early regulators. I'vc Icarncd a great deal ovcr thc 
pas! fcw ycars throllgh observation. studying salcs brochllrcs 
find catalogucs. ta lking (0 some orthe early piollccrs and frOrll 
:\Pfjll iri ng, pari y A t]lla- r .(lIlg reg t I b t on; from t Ilf' ir nrig, i n a I 
owncrs. With n:spcct to thc dates I've assigrH.>d!O thc ditli:rcnt 
model l D platts thcrc's some room für discussion. I-I o\\'cvcr. 
bccausc thc most olkn asked quest ion among. colkctors is 
"Wha! ycar is it?" 1' \'1.' been ddinitivc as to dates . Thc timc-
I in!.' chan will help YOli pUL thc model changcs in more 
pcrspectivc. Now icl's go back 10 January 1949 when Jaeques 
Cousteau firs t sct up distribut ion tor his Aqua-Lung on the 
east toast and tllove on throu~h the years to 1975 when U.S. 
Di vers phased out the Double I-lose regulator. 
1949: Thc Aqua-Lung was first distributcd on thc cast coast 
by Spaeo Ine, ofBurling,ton, VCn1lOnt. The ID plate is 
rl't: tang,ular in shape, 1-1 /4 by 2 in<:hcs, and surlilee 1l1OlHlt.:d 
with four rivcts. lt is not countersunk into thc bonol11 box as 
later models are. The exam plc I havc has raised letters and 
hand stamped numbcrs. The pla!e is non-magnetie, so I 
assume it's made of bmss or coppcr, with what appears to bc a 
satin platinum typc finish. Any cvidenec 01" a background 
color is not evident. 

195U- 1952: West Coast distribution was sc<:ured by Kl'Ilc 
Bussoz. The Aqua- Lung was sold through Kenc's Sporting 
Goodsat 1045 13roxton Avenue in Westwood, Cali lamia. The 
I D I' latc remained 1-1 /4 by 2 inches and surface mounled with 
foul' rive ts. The background color was blaek with raiSl'd 
chrome lettering. 

1953- 1954: Se\'cra l changes occurred in 1953. This was thc 
li rst year that the Aqua-Lung was manul:lcturcd in the Unitcd 
States. The ID plate was still r iveted on but now it was counter 
sunk into thc bonom box asscmbly. Wc'lI call this flush 
mounted and from this dat e forward a ll n.'Ctangular I D platcs 
are thus , The now liltllOUS 1045 ßroxton Ave addn:ss is still 
on thc plate but the bad:ground color is now blue with mised 
chrome lettering. Sometimc aoout 1954 a grl.'en background 
plate appeared. 

1955: U.S. Divers relocated to 1120 I West Pico 131\'d. Thi s 
was the fi rst ycar lor thc Navy Type DA with thc new addrcss . 
Thc I D plate was flush l110unted with four rivets. The color 
was blaek with raiscd chrome ICllcring" Thi s was thc )'ear thc 
DX over-prcssure was first otl"l'red. Thc [)X had a ri\'eted 
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plate with fI ycllow bflckgrolilld color fi nd it relflined the oie! 
1045 ß roxton Ave addrcss . 

1956: Two new models were inlToduced. The DW Stream Air 
had the new ID platc with two tabs timt bent over 10 aHach it 
in stcad orthe rivets. The background color was red with raised 
chrome lenering. The DY Jet Air was al so new, but it didl1't 
have all lD plate or serialnumber. lt was made ofhigh impact 
liberglass phenolic compollnd, brO\Vll in color with the 
lellering l1lolded into the bOIlOlll box. The Navy Type DA and 
the DX over-prcssure continllcd on as the year be/are. 

1957: The new be nd over tabs wcre now uscd 10 an ach aili D 
platcs cxccptthe DX which continlled to use the IOllr rivets. 
The Navy Type DA had a slight name change to the DA Na"y 
Approved. ID plales for the DA caille in four colors: blue, 
black, yellow anel orange, all with mised chrome lellering. The 
DW Strcam Airllnd the DY Jel-Air cominued on fmmthc 
PITVIOLIS yeM. 

1958- 1959: Allthe rectangular ID platcs 11-0111 1958 on had thc 
bend aver tabs. Gone lorever wcre the rivet s. The D Mislral 
lOok the plaee orthe DW Stream Air and had a ycllow plate 
with the rai sed chrome leHering. 1958 Wfl S the lirst yeflr for the 
DA Aqua Master. Togelher wilh the DA Two Stage they had a 
bille tag with the rai sed chrome lellering. 

1960: U.S. Divers again relocates, thi s time 10 3323 West 
Dclhi Ave. , Santa Ana. There are only Iwo models this year, 
the DA Aqua Master and Ihe D\V Mi stral . The ID plates are 
the same color as the previous year. 

196 1 - I 963: A si ight address change aga i n OCCll ITcd in 1 961 ; 
Delhi Ave was changed to \Veiller Ave. The location was the 
same, jusl the street name was changed. The DA Aqua Master 
anel thc DW Mislml continucd on anel a black pl astic Jet Air 
wiihout a plflte IVflS i niroduced for these ihrce yeill"s. 
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1970: Thi s ycar a major changc in thc ID platc occurrcd. Thc 
failliliar rcctangular shapc was changcd to a round silver 
stick-on alTair. Thcrc wcrc no scrial numbcrs on thc ncw 
stickcr, instcad thc scrial number was st<lmpc d into the top box 
assembly, Thc DW Mistral cont inu ed on with the old 
rcctangular platc , bUI Ihis was Ihc lasl ycar il was produced. 

1971 -1972: Produclion conlin ued \-vilh only IWO models.lhe 
Aqua Master and Ihc ROYal Aqua Master, In lalc 1972lhc 
Aq ua Mastcr was droppcd 1'ro111tlle lineup. 

1973: This was Ihc la sl ycar 01' prod uction 101' thc Royal Aqua 
Master. Unit s were still <lvailable fora couple of' years until 
in\'cntorics were deplcted. 

U.S. Divcrs had about a 25-ycar run with Ihcir Double I-lose 
regulator - nol bad lor a designihat originated in 1943, The 
Double I-lose regulmor dominated the diving sce ne in thc 
1950's and carly 1960's. Photographcrs espccially pri zcd it 
because the air exhauslcd on the divers' backs and didn'l 
interf'erc with thcir camcra work. Today, countless collectors 
prize these early regulators. Thcy are rcstOl'cd ami maintained 
with carc and arc olicn uscd at Working Equipmcnt Groups 
across Ihc counllY. 
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